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Classified  By:  DCM  Geoffrey  Pyatt,  Reason  1.4  (B,  D) 

f.  1 . (S)  Summary:  During  the  February  28,  2007  session  of  the  U.S. -India  Counter-Terrorism  Joint  Working  Group  (CTJWG),  the  Indian  delegation  gs 
Afghanistan:  Internal  Situation  Deteriorating 


T2 . (S)  At  the  request  of  Ambassador  K.C.  Singh,  head  of  the  Indian  delegation  to  the  CTJWG,  Sharad  Kumar,  Joint  Secretary  in  the  Cabinet  Secre 

f3 . (S)  There  were  also  signs  of  increasing  ties  between  the  Taliban  and  Al-Qa'ida  elements  on  both  sides  of  the  Pakistan-Af ghanistan  border,  e 

f.4 . (S)  Meanwhile,  the  central  government  in  Kabul  had  been  largely  unable  to  expand  its  influence  outside  of  the  capital.  The  country,  Kumar  c 

f5 . (S)  In  India's  view,  NATO  and  ISAF  were  not  on  the  same  wavelength;  their  unwillingness  to  engage  in  direct  combat 
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was  the  wrong  approach  for  the  current  situation  in  Afghanistan.  Any  agreement  with  the  tribes  would  provide  temporary  relief,  at  best.  Talks  v 
India  Committed  to  Assisting  the  Afghan  Economy,  Preventing  the  Development  of  a Narco-State 


f6 . (S)  India  had  committed  $750  million  in  assistance  to  Afghanistan,  the  goal  of  which  was  to  help  the  country  develop  an  economy  that  was  nc 
f7 . (S)  XXXXXXXXXXXX  remarked  that  India  was  specifically  looking  at  improving  controls  on  Indian  precursor  chemicals  as  a means  to  limit  and  c 
U.S.  Side  Shares  Concerns  About  Afghanistan's  Future,  But  Less  Pessimistic 


f.8 . (S)  XXXXXXXXXXXX  stated  that  the  U.S.  shared  some  of  India's  concerns,  but  did  not  share  in  the  overall  bleak  assessment.  The  U.S.  was  acti 
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f9 . (S)  Continuing  with  his  response,  XXXXXXXXXXXX  added  threats  from  corruption  within  Afghanistan  as  yet  another  problem  to  be  monitored  and 
f.10.  (S)  XXXXXXXXXXXX  outlined  some  of  the  successes  in  the  country  and  noted  that  the  Karzai  government  had  been  able  to  increase  stability  ar 
India  Open  but  Cautious  about  U.S.  CT  Cooperation  with  Pakistan 


.5.11.  (S)  In  a very  measured  assessment  of  Pakistan,  Ambassador  Singh  acknowledged  U.S.  reasons  for  pursuing  CT  cooperation  with  Pakistan,  but  s 
f.12.  (S)  The  GOI  currently  saw  a decline  in  the  number  of  infiltrations  across  the  Line  of  Control  (LOC),  said  Singh,  but  it  was  too  early  to  t 
— Both  sides  had  stepped  up  policing  activities  on  the  border;  — It  was  still  winter  in  the  border  regions;  one  could  only  get  a real  sense  as 
Both  the  Bangalore  and  Hyderabad  plots,  Singh  stated,  were  masterminded  by  terrorists  who  had  come  across  the  border  with  Bangladesh. 

.5.13.  (S)  India  remained  open  and  committed  to  the  Counterterrorism  Joint  Mechanism  with  Pakistan.  If  dialogue 
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is  to  succeed,  Singh  remarked,  then  India  had  to  put  Pakistan's  willingness  to  engage  to  a legitimate  test.  Indian  resolve  will  come  under  publ 
f.14.  (S)  The  potential  worth  of  the  mechanism  had  already  been  proven  just  this  month,  as  both  sides  were  able  to  insulate  the  bilateral  relati 
f.15.  (S)  For  this  round,  India  will  be  presenting  its  evidence  on  the  July  2006  Mumbai  blasts.  Singh  noted  it  was  unclear  whether  the  Indian  ir 
Sri  Lanka  Now  More  At  Risk  from  Islamic  Jihadist  Activity? 


f.16.  (S)  Turning  to  Sri  Lanka,  Ambassador  Singh  briefly  recounted  the  historic  reasons  behind  India's  decision  to  adopt  its  current  cautious  pc 
Nepal:  Next  Few  Months  are  Crucial  to  Creating  Stability 


.5.17.  (S)  The  Indian  side  closed  its  presentation  with  a brief  overview  of  the  peace  process  in  Nepal.  Ambassador  Singh  reviewed  the  Indian  calc 
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demilitarization  of  the  Maoists.  The  key  thing  to  ensure  success  was  to  shorten  the  transition  period  between  the  current  situation  and  the  ele 
J.18.  (S)  Finding  the  right  tools  for  border  management  was  a key  issue  for  India  at  this  stage.  Singh  noted  the  "mushrooming"  of  the  number  of 
f.19 . (U)  This  cable  was  cleared  by  XXXXXXXXXXXX.  MULFORD 


